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Alba Alvarez Martin is one of the fifteen MSCA fellows who will 
participate in the Falling Walls Lab competition.  
 

Alba is a chemist with a PhD obtained from 
the University of Salamanca (Spain) in 2016. 
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science. Between 2017 and 2019, she was a 
postdoctoral fellow at the Museum 
Conservation Institute -Smithsonian (USA). 
Then she took a postdocto ral position at the 
Rijksmuseum (The Netherlands). Currently, 
she is a �"�A�l�V�N���1�\�7�a�L�a�w�m�\�A-Curie fellow  in the 
AXIS group of the University of Antwerp 
(Belgium) and at the Conservation & Science 
Department of the Rijksmuseum.  

As part of the fellowship project  (RED-OPEN), 
her main research goals focus on developing 
a multi -analytical approach based on mass 
spectrometry and spectroscopic techniques  
to understand their discoloration mechanism 
and to identify their breakdown products, 
even though the original molecules are no 
longer present in the artworks. It will 
generate knowledge that will help curators 
and conservation  scientists understand the 
causes of discoloration  and formulate mitigating actions, preserving invaluable art for 
future generations and further proposing a digital reconstruction of its originally intended 
appearance. 

  

https://researchportal.be/en/project/unravelling-discoloration-mechanisms-red-organic-pigments-historical-art-works-red-open

